
 

NEWCASTLE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN FORUM 

Wednesday 31st January 2018 at 1030am - Loggerheads Community Fire Station 

Notes of meeting with Cllrs Northcott and Proctor 

 

Present: Cllr P Northcott, Cllr B Proctor, A Swetman, (Chair), I Douglas and K Watkins (note 

taker), Loggerheads; J Oppenheimer, A Mainwaring, Whitmore, Mear & Aston, Chapel 

Chorlton; G Lancaster, Madeley; M Cavell, P Gee, J Bailey, J Berman , Betley; G Bibby, Keele 

Cllr S Tagg offered his apologies. 

The meeting was arranged to give the Newcastle under Lyme Neighbourhood Plan groups 

the opportunity to share their concerns about the preferred options for the Local Plan and 

the evidence base being used. 

1. Updates from Neighbourhood plan groups: 

 Loggerheads submitted a final Plan to the Planning Policy team yesterday. 

 Keele writing policies, Housing Needs assessment and Heritage and character 

assessment complete, consultation on policy options complete. 

 Whitmore et al draft policies submitted to the Planning Policy Team for comment on 

20 December requesting response by 26 February. Draft Plan written ready for 

submission for Environmental screening.   

 Betley consultation with resident’s complete, consultation with businesses to be 

done. 

 Madeley residents survey complete, Aecom report on housing need complete with 

some reservations about findings. 

 

2. Update from Borough Councillors 

 PN confirmed that the Local Plan options would be issued for consultation at 

midnight.   

 BP informed the meeting that he had asked for a meeting of Parish Council Forum to 

be held within the 4 week Local Plan consultation period and extended to all Parish 

Councillors (as well as usual Chair and Clerk) with one agenda item – The Local Plan.  

He agreed at the request of Neighbourhood Plan reps that the invitation would 

extend to Chairs of Neighbourhood Plan Steering Groups.  

 

3. ISSUES/CONCERNS 

 Housing numbers – Loggerheads already has over 400 new houses permitted, only 

13 started since 2013, housing needs assessment shows need for 19.6 a year for 20 



years, so got more than required today. Numbers in Local Plan options paper suggest 

15 years supply so why do Planners keep saying they don’t have a 5 year housing 

land supply? Borough Council are using housing need figures that are twice 

government figures with limited evidence to support them (if new guidance is 

adopted).  4.96 year supply in Core Strategy; 1.8 in Preferred Options paper, 4.08 

using government guidance. JLP uplifts need from 855 a year to 1064 (+32%) then 

uplifts again to 1390 (+73%) justified to meet employment targets and significant 

immigration.  Where is evidence to show that this is realistic and achievable? 

 PN has questions about housing and economic figures and has asked for evidence.  

The models employed are based on other areas and do not reflect the uniqueness of 

this Borough.  

 PN advised all Neighbourhood Plan groups/parishes to respond to Preferred options 

consultation with all the concerns expressed, backed up by evidence. 

 Economic Development Strategy – the numbers quoted in this Strategy don’t match 

those in the Preferred Options paper. With competition from Manchester and 

Birmingham should we be planning for decline in Newcastle and Stoke rather than 

growth? Hs2 may result in emigration not immigration. 

 The number of students at Keele University in past 8 years was highlighted, similar 

number in 2012 as 2017 (13,450) so how does this support the economic strategy 

with a focus on Keele. 

 Infrastructure Plan – Where is the plan that supports the Preferred options? Not 

finished yet. 

 Options preferred – it was asked “whose preferences are they”, officer led rather 

than member led? Is there a stop button at the end of this consultation?  Yes, when 

at Policy Stage.  

 Joint response or individual to Preferred Options consultation? It was agreed that 

each Group would do an individual response but copy to all other groups.  

 

 

Actions:   

 All to respond to Preferred options consultation and copy in PN, BP and Simon 

Tagg. 

 All to send concerns with process followed with Local Plan to Leader of Council (S 

Tagg) & Acting Chief Executive, copy to other Neighbourhood Plan Groups ie whose 

preferred option is it, where is the stop button, evidence for housing numbers and 

economic growth assumptions. 

 KW to request agenda item for extraordinary Parish Council Forum on Housing 

numbers and economic growth assumptions. 

 


