
BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP 
 

Minutes of the meeting of 9th August 2016  
 

18. PRESENT: 

 John Bailey, Joe Berman, Robert Bettley-Smith, Jane Corfield, Michael Covell. 

 Gwyn Griffiths. 
 

19. APOLOGIES 

 Robert Beddis, Seb Daly, Richard Head, Mick Padmore. 
 

20. CHAIRMAN 

 In the absence of Richard Head and Seb Daly Joe Berman chaired the meeting. 
 

21. MINUTES 

 Minutes of the meeting of 12
th

 July were approved as a true record and signed by the 

Chairman.   
 

22. MATTERS ARISING 

 22/1 JBe had provided a copy of the Local Plan for use in relation to the Roadshows. 

 22/2 GG had notified the (Borough) ward councillors of the NP process. 

 22/3 JBe had met with Helen Beech (NULBC) who had explained the current position at 

the Borough. Stuart Donohoe had left the Borough Council and though it was expected that a 

Neighbourhood Support Officer would be appointed in September funding was only in place 

for one year. In the meantime HB was having to manage the role on her own. 

 22/4 It was agreed that a sub-group was required to explore funding issues - SD, RB-S, IW 

and GG (also possibly to include some of the new people expressing an interest). 

 22/5 The Parish Council had approved to underwrite funding of up to £2,000 for the NP 

pending future external grant funding. The Council had also agreed to make the Clerk available 

to assist the Steering Group and would meet these costs. 

 22/6 There was discussion of the benefit which could be gained from discussion with Keele 

NP. 

ACTION POINT: RH to discuss the reported £5k funding received by 

Keele and the procedure by which it was obtained 

ACTION POINT: JC to approach her contact at Keele for further clarification 
 

 22/7 The matter of contact with local organisations/ businesses still required to be 

progressed. It was understood that SD had offered to lead on this. The draft covering letter by 

GG had met with general approval, but it was suggested that it should include a sentence of “if 

there’s a person you would like to liaise with in the future please let us know”. 
 

ACTION POINT: GG to redraft covering letter 
 

 22/8 A draft questionnaire (drawn up by JBe MC and MP) had been supplied to SG 

members. 
 

ACTION POINT: ALL MEMBERS to review draft questionnaire 
 



 The Bunbury NP questionnaire was suggested as a good example to follow. Members were 

conscious that a lengthy questionnaire might attract a lower response rate and in order to 

facilitate brevity it was suggested that basic assumptions (unlikely to be contentious) should be 

listed at the start of the questionnaire, with an invitation for any ‘free form’ comments, to be 

followed by the questionnaire itself. 
 

 22/9 Members reviewed community engagement to date. The Village Hall Roadshow had 

drawn an attendance of 11; the Reading Room Roadshow 25. At both events there had been 

definite expressions of interest, both in the NP and in becoming involved in the steering group. 

 Conditions at Betley Show had been far from ideal, not least because of the windy 

conditions, but around ten people had made approaches and there had been two definite 

expressions of interest. 
 

23.  PROGRESS AGAINST PLAN 

 23/1 The Steering Group checked actions achieved and projected against the Monitoring 

Report. 
 

ACTION POINT: ALL MEMBERS to review Questionnaire and  

provide feedback to sub group of JBe, MC and MP 

ACTION GROUP: MC to review feedback forms and brief the sub group; 

The sub group then to get the questionnaire production ready 

NOTE: Final approval, production and distribution to await formal  

approval of NP by NULBC and secure funding 
 

24. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 24/1 It was felt that a good start had been made and momentum should be maintained. JBa 

made the point that the majority of the NP Area was farmland and that it was important to 

obtain the views of the farming community. There was discussion of the best way of securing 

this feedback. 
 

ACTION POINT: ALL MEMBERS to consider options 
 

25. FINANCE 

ACTION POINT: To await further information. 
 

26. DATE OF NEXT MEETING(S) 

Roadshow - 18
th

 August. 

Steering Group - Thursday 25
th

 August. (Please note change of day). Then 3
rd

 Thursday 

of each month. 

 


