
BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP 
 

Minutes of the meeting of 28th June 2016  
 

1. PRESENT: 

 John Bailey, Joe Berman, Michael Covell, Richard Head, Mick Padmore. 

 Gwyn Griffiths. 
 

2. APOLOGIES 

 Robert Bettley-Smith, Seb Daly, Graham Ecclestone. 
 

3. MINUTES 

 Minutes of the meeting of 7
th

 June were approved as a true record and signed by the 

Chairman.   
 

4. MATTERS ARISING 

 4/1 It was noted that the website was now live. The address bbwplan.org along with means 

of access to be circulated to members. 

 

ACTION POINT: GG to arrange link to community website. 

 4/2 The map showing the NP Area had been supplied by NULBC and now needed to be 

“blown up” for use at the Roadshow. 
 

 4/3 An Action Log should be maintained showing progress against plan. 

ACTION POINT: JBe & MP to progress.  

RHe to include standard  agenda item for ‘Progress Against Plan’. 
 

 4/4 Consideration had been given on how to archive relevant documents with Google.docs 

or dropbox as options. 

ACTION POINT: SD & RH to investigate options. 
 

5. FEEDBACK FROM OTHER MEETINGS 

 5/1 The Parish Council had passed the necessary formal resolution to apply for designation 

of the NP and this had been sent to NULBC. It had also approved Terms of Reference under 

which the Steering Group was now empowered to act. In so doing the PC had also accepted 

responsibility for ultimate delivery of the NP and to provide necessary support, including 

finance. 
 

 5/2 JBe reported on discussions he had held with a representative of the Keele NP and 

outlined some of the dilemmas they had faced. Keele had a consultant who they were likely to 

be using (the same consultant as Weston). Keele had received a funding allocation of £5k from 

NULBC. 
 

 5/3 There was a discussion regarding the pros and cons of using a consultant during which 

the following points were made: 

   5/3/1 Use of a consultant could speed the process. 

   5/3/2 There was no point using a consultant for work which could be done 

satisfactorily by volunteers. 

   5/3/3 Consultant advice could be useful in keeping the NP ‘on the right track’. 



   5/3/4 It was important that the community had ‘ownership’ of the NP and this 

could be compromised if it was seen as the work of an external consultant. 

   5/3/5 NULBC was planning to appoint a Neighbourhood Plan Officer (NPO), 

possibly in September, who might be in a position to provide the information and support of a 

consultant. 
 

 5/4 The general view was that it would be useful to know something of Keele’s experience 

in engaging a consultant and securing financial support (ACTION POINT: RH to follow up 

with Keele NP) and to use a consultant only to meet any identified gaps in knowledge and 

skills. It was also agreed that NULBC should be viewed as a “running consultee” in the 

process, being invited to monitor the progress of the NP and to advise of any deviation from 

the appropriate course (ACTION POINT: JBe to suggest to NULBC and to request a 

meeting following acceptance of the NP application). 
 

 5/5 It was suggested that a sub-group was required for finance. 

ACTION POINT: SD, GG & IW to be invited to lead on finance. 
 

6. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 6/1 RH had provided a revised leaflet. 

 It was agreed that every property within the NP area should receive an early 

communication, containing the leaflet (as discussed) and a covering letter, setting out the 

following: 

  That a Parish Plan had been prepared in 2005; 

  Progress on the aims and objectives of that Parish Plan; 

  That the matter now had to be revisited for the future under new legal powers (2011) 

which would have a firm legal standing. 
 

 6/2 It was agreed that a striking poster would be useful. 

ACTION POINT: RH to draw up a range of options. 
 

 6/3 It was agreed that direct contact should be made with local community and voluntary 

groups. 
 

 6/4 The following steps were identified as required by or from this meeting. 

  6/4/1 Parish Council - done. 

  6/4/2 NULBC councillors (Cllrs Bloor & Frankish)  AP:  GG 

  6/4/3 Print leaflet, letter, map and poster  AP:  SD & RH 

  6/4/4 Inform groups and stakeholders  AP:  JBe & MP to draw up list and ten-

point introduction 
  6/4/5 Provide link website to community website  AP:  GG 
 

7. FINANCE 

ACTION POINTS: 

GG to check with C Cllr Loades re potential funding source(s). 

JBe to check with NULBC re potential funding. 
 

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

8/1 Tuesday 12
th

 July. 

 


